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regions of Nats and the gloomy abodes of hell is found in
one of the great Dzats, or accounts of the former existences
of Gaudania, given by himself 1:0 his disciples, when he
was a prince under the name of Neini. The writer has
read and partly translated this work, which delightfully
reminded him of the fine episodes on similar subjects he
had read in the sixth book of the yEneid. The wildest,
most fertile, and inventive imagination seems to have
exhausted its descriptive powers, on the one hand, in mul-
tiplying the pleasures enjoyed in the seats of Nats, and
beautifying and adorning those delightful regions ; and, on
the other, in representing with a dark and bloody pencil
the frightful picture of the numberless and horrid torments
of the regions of desolation, despair, and agony.

All that is so abundantly related of the fortunate abodes
of Nats in their sacred writings supplies the Buddhist
religious with agreeable and inexhaustible topics of ser-
mons which they deliver to their hearers, to excite them,
more effectually to bestow on them abundant alms. The
credulous hearers are always told that the most conspi-
cuous places in those regions are allotted to those who
have distinguished themselves by their great liberalities.
We think it idle and superfluous, uninteresting and
fatiguing to repeat those fabulous accounts of the seats
of Nats and abodes of hell, as given at great length by
Buddhist authors. The only particulars deserving to be
attended to are these: the reward is always proportionate
to the sum of merits, and punishment to that of demerit.
There is no eternity of reward or of punishment.4

4 This is a consequence of the axiom    fluence of his good or bad deeds.    It

established by our author, viz., that    accompanies him in all positions, and

the principle of mutability pervades     causes the vicissitudes   that  attend

all the beings which reside in the     his existence.   It works upon him in

thirty-one seats allotted to them.    It     hell, as well as on earth, and in the

cannot be supposed for a moment,     seats of Nats and Brahmas.    Fixity

according to Buddhists, that a being,     is to be found   nowhere except   in

whatever may be the amount of his     going out of the circle of existences,

merits  and   demerits,  can   ever  be    that is to say, in Neibban.   When we

placed without the pale of the in-     speak of existence  in a Buddhistic